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Note from the Editor 
The pandemic that has spread round the world since early 2020 has 
affected the work of the editorial team of East Asian Science, Technology, and 
Medicine, as it has many other academic enterprises. As a consequence, we 
have decided to publish a double issue for 2020. Thus the present issue, 
which includes four articles, is numbered 51-52. 
It opens with an obituary of our colleague Peter Golas (1937-2019), a 
renowned specialist of Song China and historian of technology, perhaps 
best known to historians of East Asian science and technology as the author 
of the volume of Science and Civilisation in China devoted to mining. His last 
book, devoted to illustrations in technical books produced in imperial 
China, was reviewed in issue 50 of this journal. As the second Secretary of 
the International Society for the History of East Asian Science, Technology, 
and Medicine, he also played an active role in the setting up of our research 
community. 
Hiro Fujimoto’s article discusses medicine in Tokugawa Japan at a local 
level. It focuses on the health policy developed in the Akita domain after 
the Tenmei famine (1782-1788). While the ideology of ‘benevolent govern-
ment’ (jinsei 仁政) was widespread in the Edo period, the Akita domain 
appears as an exception in that it developed a health care policy, especially 
for the benefit of its mineworkers, not just as part of this ideology, but with 
clear economic motivations. This was in stark contrast with the situation in 
the mines belonging to the shogunate. 
Li Haijing and Sally Church study the management of the Qiantang  
錢塘 River, famous for its spectacular—and dangerous—tidal bore, during 
the Republican period. During the imperial period, successive defensive 
seawalls were built, and then destroyed when the bore reached its peak. 
From 1927 onwards, more active strategies were developed, as part of the 
appropriation of Western water science and technology. Interrupted during 
the war (1937-1945), these strategies were taken up again after 1945. The 
efforts of these two decades, while following diverse strategies, constituted 
what the authors identify as ‘the Qiantang River Project’. 
Martin Hofmann’s contribution is devoted to Zhu Qiqian 朱啓鈐 (1872-
1964), regarded as the founder of historical studies on architecture in China. 
It reveals that Zhu’s interest in architecture was part of a much larger 
engagement with Chinese traditional craftsmanship.  This was reflected in 
the setting up of a research group with an ambitious program, whose main 
outcome was the compilation of Collected biographies of Master Craftsmen 
(Zhejianglu 哲匠錄). This work, which was never printed, included more 
than one thousand biographies, organized in fourteen different categories 
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of crafts. It can be described as a hybrid work, combining traditional schol-
arship with new research methods, and provides an interesting example of 
the intellectual creativity of the period. 
Juul Eijk studies the scripts and languages used on some of the major 
maps of the Qing empire produced during the Kangxi (1662-1722), 
Yongzheng (1723-1735) and Qianlong (1736-1795) reigns. Superficial 
inspection of these maps has resulted in the widely held assumption that 
there was a shift from the initial use of both Chinese and Manchu lan-
guages for toponyms to the production of maps using only Chinese. Eijks, 
by distinguishing the scripts used from the way toponyms are composed, 
shows that there was actually an increase in the use of the Manchu 
language, which was however transcribed phonetically using Chinese 
characters. This study sheds new light on the uses of languages for 
ideological purposes in Qing China. 
These articles are followed by four book reviews. 
This issue of East Asian Science, Technology, and Medicine is the last one 
produced under the auspices of my research unit, Chine, Corée, Japon 
(UMR 8173, CNRS & EHESS), which has graciously hosted the journal for 
the last four years; I would like to express my gratitude for this indis-
pensable support. From 2021 on, the journal will be published by Brill on 
behalf of the International Society for the History of East Asian Science, 
Technology, and Medicine. This opens a new era for the journal, and it will 
no doubt increase its visibility. The journal’s new website is already 
available at: https://brill.com/view/journals/east/east-overview.xml.  
As editor, I am happy to say that Aurélia Martin, who has worked as 
production editor from 2017 to 2020, will remain on the team as copy editor. 
We look forward to continuing to publish research on the history of science, 
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